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GREETINGS FROM 
BERLIN Summer 2018 

DEAR FRIENDS AND FAMILY, 
We hope this newsletter finds you well. First of 
all a huge Thank You! to all of you for sharing 
in our lives even over the distance. We are 
grateful beyond words for all your support, 
prayers and messages in the past year. Now 
it’s about time you get an update about what’s 
been going on with us and Projekt:Kirche.  


Personal Update 
Life has been quite eventful over the past 
months: 

Joelle turned the big 3-0 in April and Ellie 
turned 2 just a couple weeks ago. Joe on the 
other hand hasn’t aged at all since our last 
Newsletter ;-)

In the winter, we had a long season of 
sickness and fatigue. After this time, we 
realised that we couldn’t keep going at the 
pace we were. Around the same time Joelle 

was part of  a small group on (spiritual) life 
rhythms. One of the themes in the group was 
on the importance of implementing a Sabbath-
routine. We realised that this was missing in 
our lives and established Saturday as our day 
off together. This has really helped us to not 
feel like we are burning the candle at both 
ends, and also provided some new family 
memories. We have been going out into nature 
as much as possible on these day, and have 
discovered some great spots in and around 
Berlin.

It has been a blessing to be able to settle 
down into our apartment and a bit of a  
routine. We’ve started to build some closer 
friendships with neighbours. We’ve also 
decided to enrol Ellie in part-time Kita 
(daycare) this Fall, so that Joelle will be able to 
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work a bit more. We are 
nervous about this, but we are 
very thankful to have found a 
small Kita that is just around 
the corner from our place. We 
think Ellie will really enjoy 
having some more kids to play 
with and Mommy is going to 
enjoy having a bit of a break ;-)


Joelle’s book is finished! 
After 3 years of dreaming, 
waiting, negotiating, writing, 
sketching and now stitching, 
my 32-page embroidered 
picture book is finished. The 
final artwork was 
photographed and sent off last 
week. This is a huge milestone 
and we are very excited to see 
the book in print, possibly this 
Fall, but definitely by Spring 
2019. Praise God! I would 
appreciate prayer for the next 
steps in publication, that the 
agreement is honoured by the 
publisher and that the book 
comes out within the year. 


New Space(s) for 
Projekt:Kirche 
The past six months at 
Projekt:Kirche have been 
marked by many changes that 
have at times been hard to 
keep up with even by our own 
congregation.

We have come out of this 
whirlwind season with a new 
office and neighbourhood 
space. We’ve also joined our 

formerly two Sunday 
gatherings into one, in a new 
space called the BOX 
Freiraum.


Here’s a cool story 
A few years back a new gallery 
space opened up in a beautiful 
old brick building just around 
the corner from us. Ever since I 
first walked into the space and 
learned about its concept I 
dreamt of meeting there as a 
church.

The BOX Freiraum, as it is 
called, understands itself not 
merely as a gallery but also an 
open space for creative 
thinking and exchange about 
urban culture. What a great 
context to for us to be 
immersed and participate in as 
the church!

We were able to rent this space 
in the past, for one-time events 
like an Easter service, but the 
door never opened for us to 
meet there on a regular basis.

On one of these occasions, the 
owner walked into our morning 
gathering. She was very 
interested and appreciative of 
who we are and what we are 
doing. So much so that she 
invited us to meet at her space 
every Sunday. 

This fell right into a time when 
we were thinking about re-
structuring our two gatherings 
into one. The missing key 
component to do so was a 

SABBATH 
HIGHLIGHTS

First camping trip

as a family

Berry picking

Joe needs a haircut.
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suitable gathering space. So 
you can imagine my 
excitement about this 
development.

On June 17th we started 
meeting at BOX Freiraum 
regularly and are hoping for 
continued favour and 
opportunities to co-operate 
with them.


Prayers answered 
In our last update we’ve asked 
you to pray with us for a new 
office and neighbourhood 
space.

We’re very grateful for the way 
Jesus answered our prayer 
with a room that was a former 
bookstore right in the heart of 
our neighbourhood.

The room perfectly suited our 
new concept of having our 
office inside a space that is 
open and available for 
neighbours to use. We’ve 
called the space Wühlisch40.

After four long months of 
working out of coffee shops, 
libraries and our homes, the 
place was finally ready to move 
in on May 25th. 

Joelle has been part of a team 
of volunteers who have 
designed Wühlisch40 and 
started to fill it with life. She is 
organizing a weekly family café 
and a monthly creative café, 
where people bring their own 
projects and work on them 
together. Other projects 

running out of the space 
include a sewing club, co-
working times, and wood-
working workshops. The space 
is getting a lot of attention from 
neighbours and people walking 
by but it will still take time to 
build trust with people so they 
move from being intrigued to 
getting involved and running 
their own events and projects. 

So you can keep praying with 
us for Wühlisch40 to become a 
true blessing in our 
neighbourhood.


More stuff we’re excited about 

•Just a couple of weeks ago 
we celebrated the baptism of 
a good friend who has been 
coming to Projekt:Kirche for 
five years and grew from no 
clue about Jesus to a deep 
and life-altering faith in him.

•Over the past eight months 

we have put together an 
awesome team of volunteers 
who are now running a 
rocking kids-ministry with up 
to 15 kids on Sundays.

•We ran a small community 

group with mostly 
newcomers out of our home 
for the past two months with 
someone praying for the first 
time and some cool 
friendships forming.


Ready to welcome our 
neighbours

WÜHLISCH40 

Window seating and 
pillows were all 

handmade by volunteers. 

Renovation phase
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Church Finances 
As Projekt:Kirche is slowly 
growing - so is our internal 
giving. For 2018 we have set 
the ambitious goal to cover 
50% of our annual budget  
through internal donations, 
which equals 80 000€  (roughly 
120 000 CAD). As of the end of 
June we are about 7 500€ 
(roughly 11 500 CAD) short of 
this goal, but still hopeful and 
committed to reach this goal.

In the coming years we will 
continue to increase the 
percentage of internal giving 
gradually to the point of being 
self-sufficient.

In the meantime the rest or our 
budget is covered through the 
support of partner churches in 
the USA, Canada and 
Germany.

We are very thankful for the 
generosity of our partners and 
are in turn also passing on 
10% of our annual budget to 
new church plants and social 
justice projects.


Personal Finances 
To keep the budget of 
Projekt:Kirche reasonably 
low in the start-up years, 
both Alex (lead-pastor) 
and Joe (associate) are 
receiving a reduced 
salary and are fundraising  
personally to make up 
the difference and cover 
their living costs.

For myself this currently 
means an amount of 500 
CAD / month (6000 CAD / 
year). As you can see on the 
chart to the right we are still 
in need of roughly 2750 CAD 
for the remainder of 2018.

We are incredibly thankful for 
your ongoing generosity and 
support. We couldn’t do what 
we are doing without you!


Blessings,


Joe & Joelle

FINANCIAL SUPPORT UPDATE

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
You can support us financially by donating online at 
realityvancouver.com/give

Select the Berlin Church Plant designation fund.

Thank you! 

CONTACT 
Joe & Joelle Gebhardt 
Colbestr. 7  
10247 Berlin 
 
joe@projektkirche.com 
joellegebhardt@gmail.com 

Fundraising 2018 
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